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FRAMING GOVT-TTP DIALOGUE IN EDITORIALS

Abstract

Every newspaper dedicates space called editorial to put up its official stance on some topic.
Contrary to objectivity being minded in news stories, an editorial either endorses or rejects an
issue with stating its own editorial stance. The government of Pakistan, when initiated
dialogue with the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), in 2014, two leading Urdu
newspapers — Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt - in their editorials from January 2014 to
July 2014 took up different positions.

To analyze the editorial contents, agenda-setting and framing approaches were used. These
newspapers discussed the dialogue activity under themes like pre-parliament discussions, the
impact of terror attacks on talks, discussion in the National Assembly on talks, different
stakeholders’ stance on talks, teams of the government and TTP for the dialogue, impact of
terrorism and TTP terms for the dialogue and military operation during the dialogue process.
The Nawa-i-Wagqt, though an extreme right paper, opposed the dialogue whereas the Jang,
a center to right paper, favored the activity and showed its tilt towards the banned TTP’s

stance.
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Introduction

Kuusik (2010) states peace building process can be aided by the mass media and prominent
coverage. In a way, the media can be an effective device in restoring peace in war-torn areas.
Pakistan saw a barrage of deadly terror attacks after it went for an operation against radical
elements in the Red Mosque operation in Islamabad in 2006. During the Pakistan People’s
Party rule from 2008-2013, such demands were not bought by the government quarters.

However, when the Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N) took over in 2013, it
showed signs of entering into dialogues with the banned outfit. It was on January 29, 2014,
when then prime minister Nawaz Sharif announced in the National Assembly going for peace
dialogues with the banned TTP.

Pakistani English and Urdu language newspapers’ editorials on the dialogue held
between the Pakistani government and the TTP influenced the outcome of the process. This
shows the power of the media in the powerful policymaking circles. The mass media plays an
important role in shaping public opinion while analyzing the pressing issues of state and
society, which subsequently influence policymakers. The tools in hands of the press are
agenda setting, news angling, and framing. The editorial section represents a newspaper’s
official views on the most pressing issue of the day.

Straus (1956) sees conflicts a mean where either side try to either defuse or damage or
eradicate each other. He says that a conflict is not inherently pathological or always
necessarily dysfunctional although it is inevitable. Strauss (1958) found that every culture
had its share of conflicts and that the elements shaping norms could counter the impacts of
conflicts. The definition of conflict by Rubin, Bruitt, and Kim (1994) is considered the
perfect definition as it can be applied widely across cultural settings. They say that a conflict
is an outcome of simply clash of interest, or of a belief that parties involved in a conflict
cannot accept simultaneously.

Among third parties, one can be the mass media. The news coverage of a conflict

resolution, when aided by glorious elements, boasts the level of resolution (Galtung and
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Ruge, 1965). Media can either pacify or instigate mobs on the occasions of death,
destruction and wounds (Nohrstedt, 2009).
An overview of Pakistani Press

According to Shah (2010), more or less the press in Pakistan functions without
restrictions. There is, however, a stark difference in the English press and the Urdu press. She
says the Urdu press has less influence from their English counterparts even though Urdu is
the national language of Pakistan. Kahlique (2006) sees English a modern and international
language and one of the key sources of knowledge, benefits its users with easy access to
international markets, and that it is an easy source of communication across the globe. Shoeb
(2008) says that Pakistani English newspapers represent left-on-centre and liberal views. On
the other hand, Urdu newspapers in Pakistan are also equally powerful because of their

massive circulations.

Overview of government-TTP dialogue

The government of Pakistan offered peace talks to the TTP after a multi-party
conference held in Islamabad in September 2013 recommended the process for the
government. The inception of the TTP began in 2007.

On January 28, 2014, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said in the National
Assembly that the government would begin talks with Taliban militants, represented by the
banned TTP, for bringing normalcy to the country (Dawn, 2014). A four-member committee
consisting on Prime Minister’s Adviser on National Affairs Irfan Siddiqui, famous English
reporter Rahimullah Yousufzai, former diplomat Rustam Shah Mohmmand and retired Major
Amir Shah was formed for the dialogue with the militants.

The TTP announced their five-member body on January 31, 2014, to do negotiations
with government’s committee. The TTP representatives were Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf chief
Imran Khan, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-S chief Maulana Sami-ul-Haqg, Lal Masjid cleric Abdul
Aziz, Jamaat-i-Islami leader Prof Mohammad Ibrahim, and Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-F’s Mufti
Kifayatullah (Dawn, 2014). Controversies erupted as Imran Khan, Abdul Aziz and

Kifayatullah said they would not be part of the TTP committee. The TTP soon formed
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another committee which included Maulana Sami ul Haq, Professor Ibrahim and Maulana
Abdul Aziz. Both bodies were to hold their first meeting on February 4 but the meeting never
took place. On February 9, the Taliban’s political shura or core committee put up 15 demands
for holding the talks which included:

When the talks were on, terrorist activities kept on killing the people as on February
11, 2014, a blast at a cinema in Peshawar claimed the lives of 13 people. The terror incident
was a sort of breach of a ceasefire earlier announced by the TTP.

On March 12, 2014, the government introduced a new committee for the dialogue,
which included bureaucrats. They were Habibullah Khattak (secretary of the Ports and
Shipping), Arbab Arif (FATA Secretary), Fawad Hassan Fawad (Prime Minister's Additional
Secretary) and Rustam Shah Mohmand (former diplomat).

Later on, talks never progressed. On March 1, 2014, the TTP declared a month-long
ceasefire to show their readiness for the talks with the government (BBC, 2014). The
government also ceased air strikes on TTP’s strongholds in North Waziristan.

Overview of the selected newspapers

For this study, the editorials of Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt were selected.

Daily Jang: Daily Jang was launched in 1939, which makes it the oldest newspaper of
Pakistan. The popular newspaper is published from seven stations: Karachi, Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Quetta, Multan, Peshawar and Birmingham, UK.

Nawa-i-Wagt: Founded by Hameed Nizami, Nawa-i-Waqt was launched in 1941. It is
published from Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Quetta, Multan, Peshawar and Birmingham,
UK. The newspaper has the largest numbers of readers from all over the country as it is the

guardian of Pakistan's ideology, with well-established center-right and nationalist credentials.
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Research Questions

The questions to be researched in the study are as under.

Main Question

What stance/frames were taken up in the editorials of Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt on
the issue of talks between with the government of Pakistan and the TTP dialogues from
January 2014 to July 2014?

Sub-questions

a) Of Daily Jangand Daily Nawa-i-Wagt, which newspapers wrote more
editorials on the talks between the government and the TTP?

b) Did the editorials of Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Wagqt written from January
2014 to July 2014 on the government-TTP dialogue highlight the need for
conflict resolution?

c) What issues did editorials of Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Wagqt discuss
while discussing the government-TTP dialogue during the course of the
dialogue?

This paper was the part of this researcher’s thesis for MPhil in mass communication with the

Government College University, Faisalabad in the 2016-2018 session.
Theoretical framework

This paper explored the numbers of editorials by two leading Urdu newspapers of
Pakistan Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Wag published from January 2014 to July 2014 on the
issue of the government-TTP dialogue. This paper also attempted the content analysis of
editorials by Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Wagqt regarding the policies of the government of
Pakistan, the military leadership, the TTP and political parties on the negotiation exercise
between the government team and the TTP team. This paper also aimed at analysing the
slants in the editorials of the two bestselling Pakistani Urdu newspapers on the talks between

the government and the TTP when the dialogue exercise was on from January to July 2014.
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The paper also took the quantitative content analysis of editorials of the two Urdu newspapers
being discussed for the study, written during the dialogue period. The study adopted Agenda
Setting on the data to see if the theory was confirmed or not by the results.

The editorials of Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt on the peace dialogue between
the Pakistan government and the TTP were selected as the sample of the study. The selection
of editorials was done through purposive sampling, and newspapers were accessed through
the archive sections on the website of the two newspapers. The editorials of the two
newspapers were the unit of analysis. The editorials were selected on the following criteria:
any editorial figuring the TTP and the government with words ‘peace negotiations’, ‘peace
talks’, ‘peace dialogues’, ‘negotiations’, ‘dialogues’, and ‘talks’ was taken up a unit for
analysis in the study.

The paper examined the coverage and direction of the editorials of top two Pakistani-
leading Urdu newspapers Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt on the circumstances and
situations in pre-dialogue, during-dialogue and after-dialogue days from January 2014 to
July 2014. The analysis was categorized as pro-TTP, pro-government of Pakistan and
neutral.

The coded topics were taken with slants as ‘supportive’, ‘opposition’ or neutral.
Also, the Likert Scale was adopted to measure data. Likert Scale is the ultimate choice of
social science researchers for they give validity besides single scores from a set of items.
These scales’ reliability rate is 0.085 and 0.094 and allows ranking of respondents.
Quantitative Analysis of Editorials
Daily Jang wrote 103 editorials and Daily Nawa-i-Wagt published 118 editorials on the peace
talks between the government of Pakistan and the TTP from January to July 2014,

Of those editorials, Daily Jang wrote 78 editorials supporting the process or the stance

of the TTP and opposed the talks nine times, whereas Daily Nawa-i-Waqt’s 56 editorials had
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strong non-favorable content and 11 editorials were written in the favor of the process. This is
quite shocking to see as Daily Nawa-i-Waqt is considered to be a newspaper with strong
ideological roots with its tilt to center to far right. If we see the month wise break up, Daily
Jang published 13 editorials on the talks in January, 28 in February, 22 in March, 16 in April,
10 in May and June each and four in July whereas Nawa-i-Waqt wrote 19 pieces in January,
30 in February, 20 in March, 19 in April, 16 in May, 12 in June and 2 in July.

The placement of the editorials also matters a lot. Both newspapers publish three
editorials every day, and of them, the most important issue is editorialized in the lead
editorial. The findings show that Daily Jang 87 times placed the dialogue times in its lead
editorial while Daily Nawa-i-Waqt placed the dialogues-related editorials at the first place
Similarly, the dialogue issue found its place in the second editorial nine times and seven
times in the third editorial place in Daily Jang. Daily Nawa-i-Waqt covered the topic 28 times

in the second editorial and 12 times in the third edition.

The editorials under the discussion published in Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-
Wagqt on the peace talks covered a range of topics, the stance of the government was
much editorialized as Daily Jang discussed it 54 times and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt 49 times.

The other much-discussed topic was terrorism affecting the process. Daily Jang wrote
14 editorials on this topic, whereas Nawa-i-Waqt wrote 14.TTP terms and stance consumed

eight editorials of Jang and 17 of Nawa-i-Waqt.
Civil-military relations in connection with the talks grabbed three editorials in Daily

Jang and 11 in Daily Nawa-i-Wagqt. The views of political parties on the peace talks and
conflict resolution were discussed in Daily Jang’s six editorials and Daily Nawa-i-
Waqt’s seven editorials. Eight editorials of Daily Nawa-i-Waqt and nine of Daily Jang were

related to the dialogue committees’ formation.
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Comparative Analysis of Editorials
Jang’s editorials

Daily Jang editorial shows that the newspaper had a positive instance for the
government-TTP talks, and as per its editorials, it was the most pressing need of the hour to
enter into talks with militants. A few editorials Daily Jang shed light on it.

In his editorial “!_» e S CwsSa 5l 2587 (January, 2014), the newspaper wrote,

J"1ﬁv:9ﬁ&uuf/f£;<;;géﬁgdﬁﬁ+&gtu4dr”guuéjsLuﬁ;:.u”fw,uﬁ@u
,”»Lb'}'udrfb,u,!@/J’bqu/g/Jau}ué/[&;uﬁu‘-{uﬁ%}u"‘uﬁ?wf‘éc«tUFLJ”{/TJ?ZJ_LJA;%&;,;
"+/“£’JJL§U,1)€1£(§4u)’e/’/?d/%iLJ’LJ/udiuuz+Jgéng ﬁfuﬁﬁ}uué@}@/uu

The editorial above is stressing the need for holding dialogues with the TTP for the
reason that a civil government wants to do that and that dialogue is the only solution. The
editorial stressed for building a consensus and to be on the same page on the issue. In another
editorial (January, 2014), the newspaper wrote that

uﬁwdgrﬁgLuymmgMKL/alﬁzguuwiL&uid;fw;u:JwLJJAJJ!//,Lc/ﬁm?r"
u/.ﬁrmfL;,;y"d)yJJ,édg;/l}é}u:‘,lfL/uﬂz;uu@uw/?/kﬁb'gu?u(t?uﬁu’%@/u)ﬁKy:”/gdﬂ}"‘&//r
S s S A -l Ly ET e\ LS T2 L ISP Ao 9 Ny
e GG ez el S e sl 6 o o et Siair e g LS G E LSS e

The editorial is pressing the adamant TTP to go for the talks to bring normalcy to the
country. The topic of the editorial also brought the attention of the TTP as well as
government think-tanks to review the peace process.

The newspaper highlighted some elements sabotaging the talks. In vain, the editorial
urged both sides to be conscious of the elements, out for destroying the process. In its
editorial (January, 2014) “fi3ayl \S S50 R cuiny”, the newspaper said that

G KL eSS S e SISk b5 S eyt Lotz e Lt KAASE gt SI2o2 L 1
e Laste £ st Eagl AU b S el S 1 e
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Once again, Daily Jang’s editorial “uyw;ag%,,f“?fn (January, 2014),

newspaper showed its desperation to remove bottlenecks in the talks. The editorial mentioned
that,

SSF 62T Sh S g B e S ST el e bbb d LB uflast et d J.;fu "
Fio L Legete o e cdert 107 Fineidiind e Lisg FFIP < B F 65 S0
H W L Lcgeine 8 ifuooPeloe s FJF g Sl il o Se ol fonsPoles Ctostls
LL:’/@"/TJ/Qiﬂifbakﬁn&;’;g)bﬁ/?/!Jl;:?dﬁ;dyugggfbdv&/ﬂuﬁ&’u’lf%fﬁm}mC_J, ______ e
LI BT SL e 52 o S 0 S oS b ke L e L S Usts Sl S o sl s
LL¢"J1I+¢Gu6uJL@Jm;y&&Iu:fmc.@/:mJ#Jg‘w{ﬁmfnc«/’/’d/wlﬂiagé}r&dué/éyu}u
g o7 S s s & P & i &

The content shows the editorial is totally in the favor of talks. It not only supports the
process as the only mean to achieve peace, it also suggests the government to consult
religious figures who wield influence in the TTP circle to bring the faction to the negotiation
room. lIts editorial "¢l s~x3el"(February, 2014), on the ulema convention, stated all
religious schools of thought had openly supported stopping terrorist activities through peace
talks. The editorial stated

aj.ﬂ'LmeJlguj/ﬂédwﬁu’{;:aw/;,;;aguwu,@mt/af/“uiffmu:,;ﬁu%(w'éwmruﬁw
" S il S S

The editorial says that peace talks were being supported by every Muslim scholar in

the convention. No one in the convention said anything against the TTP, which had claimed

responsibility for terror strikes. In the subsequent editorial “ol % & &1L 5121 147 (February,

2014), Daily Jang asked the stakeholders to consider the delicacy of the time and urged them

refrain from issuing such statements that could derail the talk process. The editorial went

ahead as,
ﬁu’/&&»’b«id/"é“wd/p/,:fmZq/z/;djguy. édou’(_fwuﬂ/fé‘.bdlpu(di

Lo F el sSle A A Lt [ Kol U 2ot 3t f et 1 4/5£m4z£wumﬁ SE g nd by
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The newspaper never condemned the TTP for terror strikes and instead it kept on
pacifying the terror outfit. The editorial advised both parties to keep away from the media as
inflammatory statements could damage the talks process. The newspaper sees ‘external
elements’ as a sabotaging factor for the peace talks. It can be said Daily Jang was sincerely
preaching peace through talks.

In March 2014, Daily Jang editorial "<les J8 5 <l Sl e ALagd" states that the
stalemate in talks is due to some explicit realities but the process should continue despite
bloodshed. The newspaper wrote,

u"ﬁjuéwy/}!LgﬁLl?ngﬁfrﬁ‘f.}/:lu;/l;ld/K/ufJle//!)fy///ﬁ'/z,fu’ld/u;/l{c,l/(ud/l{/';fﬁil/nb"
wugﬁfuy‘mwgnjuu:&/J,Lé.;u/ucf‘lfy’giuéﬁéémfjﬂu:gwuw&f[uw/»&[&”ﬁu:,@
RTINS 11) PN SO S s )

The newspaper declared the resumption of dialogues between government and TTP
bodies a courageous move by both sides. After the murder of FC personnel by the TTP, talks
had been suspended. The newspaper, however, put blame on ‘some external elements’for
sabotaging the peace talks as both the parties were losing their trust over each other.

In another editorial, on March 2014, it was suggested by the newspaper that. < iy
e Sas o ol S s Saad ! In this editorial, the newspaper covered that,

Mu?é(&»ég%ié&/ﬁmu_/ﬂLgu/ﬁzuyﬁib’/}uwmyﬁf‘afg)@m;ﬁ,m"
ST e F PSP U S e dr Ll 6 Lo [ F 5 up b ded o P
" 2236 Sunm Ll St L Ml td e Ui B8 U BB b Ut = b

In all, editorials time and again wanted the peace talks to succeed. It even envisioned
rehabilitation and streamlining of TTP militants once the country was on way to normalcy.
These pro-dialogue editorials stated negative propagandas and misconceptions regarding the
TTP be addressed for the success of the talks. It can be concluded from the content analyses
of Daily Jang’s editorials that each and every editorial comprising the advocating stance of
Taliban and peace talks by virtue of abolishment of terrorism and upbringing of peaceful

environment.
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Daily Nawa-i-Waqt’s editorial

In January 2014, in editorial “o4l ous s e ol S 1S wlid &1 e Sia e 50 8 Cudaa LSV,
the newspaper took a stern stand against TTP’s terrorism in unequivocal terms. The editorial
also did not spare the government from criticism, saying such flawed polices were the
real causes fanning terrorism. It was stated that,

L//}J/J@t/nrfyﬁﬁ-9gﬁ%iéafufuu,u’uu’zL&f,;Juzruﬁﬂg&’ﬁ&*”';)uzﬁ@fw;{t@”
"Bt B S gy £y p i85S e i S b S B i Lun S s

Without mincing words, the newspaper stated that there should not have been any soft
corner for the insurgents. The editorial came up with logical arguments to combat terrorism
through full force. The editorial took the government to the task for engaging the TTP in talks
instead of dealing it through firearms.

The newspaper wrote another hard-hitting editorial on March 2014, raising questions
about the roles of dialogue committee members from the government. In < Sk e S Ll
S 008 S o dae S gl 81 Al G sailad (S (S Gl ) Oe) IS (S ) K1 S il LS
" S o S U8 sl med (Sl S s e LS 55 the newspaper elucidated the whole scenario as

j}»cglgJuw/?,b/u’(éuﬁ,szﬁ_uféu.f&’uu‘f/%/’uw!.:fi«fd/gﬁ[ufu’n"
Kbt LW TS S E  ST Qe STl Segbr 5Ll Ut et S
wfff/:)"f(/'iLUQ%K‘LJ‘:&/?Q/G'&;MJ.l,ac)lq}(l%/’léd/ugﬂLég/u’!jgffgu!}f&'b’

The editorial showed concerns over the dialogue committee members’ credentials. In
its view, the TTP committee was non-representative and that the TTP was a non-binding
party in the process.

The newspaper was critical of the dialogue and warned the government about the
outcome of the exercise. The scathing title of the editorial L jhla < bl Sl S Cw Sa LS
S S Jsd e 317 (January, 2014) speaks volume. The editorial said the government must
take a saner approach and end the fruitless exercise. The editorial articulated contradictions in
the process. It said the primary reason for the likely failure of the talks is the difference of

opinion between the army and political leaders. The other reason was a breach of the
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ceasefire by the TTP as they killed the FC personnel captured by them earlier in 2017.
Despite these glaring violations, political leaders were optimistic about installing peace
through talks with the TTP.

In June 2014, Daily Nawa-i-Waqt editorial « ~ s 3w s 8 Sz 5 Jo ~d Cd) Gha e 0215
~—=L2” gave some extreme suggestions to government in case of failure of the peace talks
because the TTP had violated its commitments many times in the past. The editorial
described that,

L8t o ZFE Y amuFE g S S EL S 5 et d s Lt il er P S)BM
f&u,/$4uui/:gfuc@/,lZ’%;/pdgmﬁéu-f;,//;5/Jg,Jug};'%,ml,?WuFuw"u:aywiuéf
oﬁmmgéuwLd»‘au@u{ug;fLig’/m/umélﬂ J‘ﬁi’Jug,ful/wggm/'u%f&;ﬁz-z,) e L
" LL/(%;:/uugLéu;/vmd‘(uy/n,mjd}/

The newspaper strongly criticized the government for its backdoor favor’s to TTP
activists during the talks and even before the start of talks. Exhausted by continuous non-
seriousness by the TTP, and inaction by the government, the newspaper editorial demanded
that the government field the army only for two weeks and it would deliver. The newspaper
wrote that the TTP was fighting with the army and the nation at the behest of some external
hands. In a way, the army would fight both the TTP and external hands if it were given free
hands only for two weeks.

The comparative analysis of the editorials shows that Daily Nawa-i-Wagqt strongly
opposed the TTP for its terror activities and criticized the government for its flawed vision of
talks. Daily Jang, however, supported talks and remained reluctant to condemn the TTP for

its terror activities.
Conclusion

The study shows both leading newspapers gave huge coverage to the talk process. Of
them, Daily Nawa-i-Waqt showed harsh response towards the process for the reason the outfit
has been responsible for a relentless spree of death and destruction. The newspaper also
discussed the government’s confused, undecided and ambiguous strategy to tackle militancy.

Daily Nawa-i-Wagt took the move ofthe dialogue by the government with the militant outfit
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as caving into militants. Another reason was that militants had no stakes to lose as they did
not believe in the statehood and the Constitution of Pakistan.

On the other hand, Daily Jang saw dialogues the only way to achieve peace as the
usage of power against terror outfits was a long process. It kept on stressing the government
to make the talks success being a major partner in the process. Some editorials also asked the
TTP to show seriousness to make the talks success. The newspaper’s editorial board failed to
condemn terror strikes taking place at the times of dialogue.

The difference of editorial opinions of the two major newspapers shows that the

media in Pakistan is free to take their editorial lines.

Recommendations

The detailed study of editorials of Daily Nawa-i-Waqt and Daily Jang written in the
first six months of 2014 brings some recommendations.

The analysis of editorials shows both newspapers took extreme lines, instead of taking
an agreed, shared line of editorial on this sensitive issue. Daily Jang was the supporter of the
dialogue despite militants’ apathy towards people’s life and lamb. Daily Nawa-i-Waqt was on
the other side and this exhibits the diversity of minds in newsrooms. This diversity, however,
does not follow the elements of peace journalism. It is recommended that editorial boards not
show too much pessimism or optimism in their editorial policies regarding conflicts.

One newspaper discouraged every step by the government from the very beginning of
the dialogues whereas the other newspaper kept pressuring the government to keep the
process on and make it a success. This creates confusion among the public as well as the
negotiators regarding the talk process. Conflicts are in fact testing times for nations, and such

circumstances should be addressed with unity and pro-peace approaches. In such times, the
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state should awake to editorials policies and create a liaison with editorial boards to inform
them regarding the process.

In conflicts and wars, the mass media should stand by the state without compromising
on atrocities by the army or the state. The best way would be that policymakers
and defence personnel should brief the media about the critical issues so that the editorial
boards are clear about what they are writing in editorials.

Conflicts and wars give an opportunity to media people to highlight the root causes of

conflicts and wars and educate the public and the world on how to stem the bloodshed.
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