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ABSTRACT 

Comparative historical analysis will trace the foreign policy orientation of Xi Jinping: the 

orientation that, by the nature of things, must be different from that of his predecessors, Hu 

Jintao and Jiang Zemin. Xi's ideological motivations and strategic objectives will be analyzed 

qualitatively using a systematic review of scholarly articles and policy documents. It describes 

the shift from a narrative of peaceful rise to a more assertive foreign policy that aims to change 

the international order according to the vision of realizing national rejuvenation in China. The 

focus is on two critical components of Xi's policy: the soft power, on the one hand, and 

military modernization, on the other. Together, they reflect his dual playing of economic 

cooperation and territorial aspirations. This paper also explores how evolving domestic 

politics and the increasing competition between the United States and China shape the impact 

of China's soft power campaigns and its broader security strategies in the region. Findings 

indicate that under Xi, centralized decision-making and assertive diplomacy are redefining 

China's role in global governance and transforming international relations in the fast-changing 

multipolar world. These policies are compared with those of previous leaders to bring forth 

valuable insights into the dynamic change experienced by the foreign policy of China and its 

consequences on the international political configurations. 

Key Words: Idiosyncrasy, Xi Jinping, Soft power, Military modernization, Decision making 
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Introduction 

The world is changing very fast compared to past years, and among the most spectacular 

changes witnessed within the last few decades has been the rise of China as a great power that 

is dramatically redefining international relations. Not only is the change a reflection of this 

state, but it also implies the leadership style of Xi Jinping, who presented an idiosyncratic 

approach to foreign policy, opposite to the cautious strategies pursued by the previous leaders. 

This has redefined China's role and raises important questions about Xi Jinping's foreign 

policy's underlying motivations, strategies, and implications. Understanding Xi Jinping's 

independent approach is necessary for scholars, policymakers, and practitioners alike and gives 

insight into the future trajectory of global politics and the evolving dynamics of international 

relations. Xi Jinping's ascendency in 2012 marked a turning point in Chinese foreign policy 

history. Xi Jinping, it is fashionable to say, turned Chinese foreign policy from a "low-profile" 

strategy to an assertive and ambitious "striving for achievement" policy (Vuong, 2023). This 

shift is embodied in articulating the "Chinese Dream," (CFR editors, 2017) which focuses on 

national rejuvenation and reasserting China's traditional position as a world leader throughout 

history (Mazuelos, 2022). 

On the other hand, the practical implications of this ideological framework remain 

unexplored, notably in how it has been translated into concrete diplomatic practice and strategy. 

Perhaps most importantly, Xi's foreign policy is characterized by the centralization of decision-

making processes. Whereas his predecessors more frequently relied on collective leadership 

and consensus-building, Xi has centralized power at the Communist Party and the state 

apparatus resulting in a rather very top-down and personalized approach toward foreign policy 

(Jakobson & Manuel, 2016). This centralization raises several questions about the roles of 

different bureaucratic agencies, non-state actors, and regional stakeholders in making China's 

foreign policy. Understanding these dynamics is critical to assessing the efficacy and coherence 

of Xi's initiatives, especially within contested areas of China's influence, such as Southeast 

Asia and the South China Sea (Zhao, 2020). A twin focus on soft power and military diplomacy 

also marks his foreign policy. The Belt and Road Initiative, also known as the New Silk Road, 

was introduced in 2013 and symbolizes China's effort to increase influence by exercising 

economic partnerships and infrastructure development. Such an economic strategy is usually 

encased with a more aggressive military posture, especially towards maritime disputes, making 

it hard to explain through the single case of peaceful rise and soft power (Usman, 2023).  

The two parts work in concert: one, the soft power through economic means, and 

another, the military has expressed explicit reliance on military diplomacy. Such a scenario 

presents fertile ground for study, particularly how they correlate with regional security 

dynamics and China's relations with neighboring countries (Sinaga, 2021). Despite the glaring 

progress in the literature regarding Xi Jinping's foreign policy, research gaps exist. For 

instance, while the ideational components of Xi's approach have been vastly explored and 

researched, very little empirical work exists that tracks and details the actual results of his 

policies in different geopolitical contexts (Mazuelos, 2022). Besides, the centralization of the 

country's foreign policy-making power under Xi has not been scrutinized sufficiently regarding 

its impacts on the roles of bureaucratic agencies and non-state actors (Lee, 2021). Finally, the 

soft power projects of China may or may not prove to be effective, which is particularly true at 

present, given rising skepticism over China's aspirations worldwide (Kobierecka, 2022). 
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Thirdly, the implications of Xi's military diplomacy for regional security architectures, 

especially in the context of the South China Sea, remain under-explored (Liao, 2016). To fill 

the research gaps above, this paper elaborates on a comprehensive analysis of Xi Jinping's 

idiosyncratic approach to foreign policy. Therefore, focusing on these three hybrid features of 

Xi Jinping's foreign policy across the interconnected themes, the research explores how central 

decision-making interferes with soft power dynamics and military diplomacy regarding 

implications for regional security and China's international status in order to contribute toward 

a more nuanced understanding of his foreign policy and its implications for the future of 

international relations.  

This research has significant implications beyond the academic sphere; it affects 

policymakers and practitioners regarding international diplomacy and security as China 

continues expanding its presence on the world stage. How Xi's foreign policy is motivated and 

strategically initiated will be critical to the steps taken through international relations in the 

21st century. In contrast, these results will help to grasp the challenges and opportunities 

produced by the rise of China's power, which will be interpreted through a critical reading of 

the emerging dynamics of global politics. 

Theoretical framework 

Xi Jinping's foreign policy change can be best explained by integrating leadership and 

decision-making theories that highlight centralization of power, soft power strategies, and 

military diplomacy. At its core lies transformational leadership that rallies the Chinese people 

toward the vision of the "Chinese Dream" for national rejuvenation and global pre-eminence. 

His strong leadership means that he consolidates his authority, wherein he derives a significant 

influence abroad and has tight control at home. From a collective leadership model (Noshir, et 

al., 2012), decision-making under Xi has evolved into a highly centralized system, and the 

pivotal decision-maker under this system is Xi himself. There has been ample explanation by 

the bureaucratic politics theory (Krylova, 2019) on why this happened. The rational choice 

theory further clarifies how Xi has made the calculation of strategic moves to maximize China's 

influence in the world without increasing risks. 

Soft power (Nye, 2017) is a cornerstone of Xi's foreign policy, utilizing tools such as 

cultural diplomacy, the Belt and Road, and international partnerships to bolster China's global 

standing without resorting to coercion. Military diplomacy complements this approach, with 

Xi leveraging China's military to safeguard regional interests and support diplomatic initiatives, 

a blend of hard and soft power strategies. Constructivist theories (Cristol, 2011) underscore the 

importance of China's historiography and national identity in shaping policies, particularly in 

the context of restoring China's historical "golden age" status in global geopolitics under Xi. 

This comprehensive theoretical framework demonstrates how centralized decision-making 

mechanisms, in conjunction with soft and hard power strategies, redefine the dynamics of 

Chinese influence and security in global geopolitics. 

Centralized Decision-Making in China's Foreign Policy  

The identification characteristic of China's foreign policy under Xi Jinping is 

centralized decision-making. It has been quite different from those designed earlier by his 

predecessors, who were much more collective and consensus oriented. Fig. 1 illustrates how 

the centralized decision making in China foreign policy works under the Xi Jinping.  
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Fig: 1. Centralized Decision Making in China’s Foreign Policy. Source: Authors self-

representations through a flow chart.  

Furthermore, following headings will elaborate on the mechanisms, implications, and 

outcomes involved in such centralization and present how leadership style by Xi has 

transformed the foreign-policy terrain in China. 

A. Historical Context of Decision-Making in Chinese Foreign Policy  

Historically, the formation of China's foreign policy decisions has been shaped by the 

interaction of several actors: the Communist Party, the State Council, the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, and the military. Under Hu Jintao and Jiang Zemin, foreign policy was decidedly a 

product of collective leadership-where decisions were made, as a rule, through consensus 

among senior party officials and bureaucratic institutions. This often resulted in a highly 

fragmented policy landscape, where competing interests among different ministries and 

agencies could prove myopic and inefficient in executing foreign policy (Cabestan, 2020). 

However, with Xi Jinping at the helm, all this has changed fundamentally. Since ascending to 

power in 2012, Xi has further consolidated power within the Communist Party and state 

machinery and, accordingly, has taken on the role of paramount leader with unprecedented 

authority to guide foreign policy choices. Centralization is also illustrated by establishing new 

institutions, such as the Central National Security Commission (CNSC) (Kejin, 2015), Fig 2, 

which has become essential in coordinating national security and foreign policy undertakings 

(Wuthnow, 2017). The CNSC is one such expression of Xi: streamlining the decision-making 

process to be more synergistic, thus a better way of tackling domestic and international issues. 

B. Mechanisms of Centralized Decision-Making  

As such, the centralized decision-making process of Xi Jinping has been characterized by 

several mechanisms that facilitate the integration of various policy domains and enhance the 

coherence of China's foreign policy. In this regard, the increased role of the Central Committee 
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of the Communist Party has, over time, become the primary forum through which major 

foreign policy initiatives are discussed and approved. This has helped Xi control the foreign 

policy agenda better and align it with the holistic approach towards national rejuvenation and 

the "Chinese Dream" (Jakobson & Manuel, 2016). During the same time, Xi has sought a 

holistic approach to decision-making on foreign policy to increase the coordination of central 

and local governments and state and non-state actors (Cabestan, 2020). This acknowledges a 

need for a more integrated policy, considering stakeholders' differing interests and capabilities 

in foreign relations. Xi aims to reduce the bureaucratic fragmentation of previous 

administrations through greater collaboration amongst different ministries and agencies, thus 

attempting a stronger common front in diplomatic matters abroad. Another salient 

characteristic of Xi's centralized decision-making is the reliance on informal channels and 

personal networks to facilitate communication and coordination among key decision-makers. 

The Leadership of Xi is sometimes described as "personalistic", where he depends on close 

relationships with trusted advisors and officials to influence policy outcomes (Lai & Kang, 

2013). This personalistic approach allows Xi to bypass traditional bureaucratic hurdles and 

quicken the process of decision-making, helping him respond faster to new challenges and 

opportunities arising in the international arena. The concept of this mechanism is illustrated  

in Fig 2. 

 
Fig 2: The hierarchy of National Security System. Source: https://merics.org/en/chinas-new-

international-paradigm-security-first 

C. Implications of Centralized Decision-Making  

https://merics.org/en/chinas-new-international-paradigm-security-first
https://merics.org/en/chinas-new-international-paradigm-security-first
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The decision-making of Xi Jinping's centralization has drastic implications for China's 

foreign policy. Probably the most direct outcome has been that China now takes a more 

assertive international posture in foreign policy. Under Xi, China has undoubtedly become 

more assertive and aggressive with its foreign policy, particularly concerning sensitive areas, 

such as the South China Sea and relationships with the United States (Raman & Mukherjee, 

2021). This assertiveness has typically been couched in terms of perceived threats to China's 

sovereignty and national interests; on a broader level, however, it speaks to the narrative of 

national rejuvenation and the restoration of China's historical status as a global power. Such 

assertiveness does not come without difficulties: the centralized decision-making process can 

leave the state inflexible and unyielding in adapting to rapidly changing international 

dynamics. Xi's leadership has made foreign policy a relatively more coherent policy at this 

point. However, it has also created the tendency to take more ideological stances than focusing 

strictly on pragmatics with other countries. For instance, China's stance on human rights and 

territorial disputes has strained many countries' relations with Beijing, as a result of which 

many have been locked into diplomatic confrontations and economic fallout (Zhu & Lü, 

2015). The centralization of decisions has other implications for domestic politics and elite 

cohesion within the Communist Party. There goes a campaign of fighting corruption and 

dissent, further solidifying Xi's authority and legitimacy in practice (Cabestan, 2020). Thus, 

while it sealed elite cohesion for the short term, one wonders about Xi's leadership's long-term 

viability. This reliance on personalistic decision-making may lead to vulnerabilities because 

it allows power only in the hands of a single leader. That can result in policy miscalculations 

and only one view in foreign policy formations (Jakobson & Manuel, 2016). 

D. Case Studies of Centralized Decision-Making in Action  

To demonstrate the scenario of centralized decision-making within the foreign policy of 

China, this section looks at two case studies: the South China Sea disputes and the Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI). 1. South China Sea Disputes: The South China Sea has become the 

focal point of China's assertive foreign policy under Xi Jinping. This has allowed Xi to take 

more aggressive posturing on territorial disputes against neighbors who stand in rivalry, 

including Vietnam and the Philippines. This aggression can be reflected in island-building and 

increased military activities, which are crucial steps for safeguarding national sovereignty 

(Raman & Mukherjee, 2021). This has been a top-down process of deciding on these actions. 

Xi's directions are quickly implemented by the military and the appropriate government 

agencies, often with little input from other stakeholders. 2. Belt and Road Initiative: The BRI 

is another essential aspect of Xi's foreign policy, pointing towards centralizing decision-

making processes. BRI was launched in 2013 as an infrastructure development project to 

improve connectivity between China and countries in Asia, Europe, and Africa through 

economic partnerships. This project has also been closely linked to Xi's thoughts on national 

rejuvenation and strongly supported by the central government (Cabestan, 2020). The BRI 

decision-making process is characterized by a very centralized approach, which the author 

connotes because Xi himself monitors the implementation of BRI and ensures its 

commensurability with strategic objectives at greater levels. The high level of centralization 

has made it relatively fast-paced for the BRI projects; however, this has also resulted in many 

criticisms, including, but not limited to, unsustainability of debt and neocolonial practice in 

partner countries (Zhu & Lü, 2015). 



282 
Decoding Xi Jinping's Idiosyncratic Foreign Policy 

Journal of Peace, Development and Communication 

Volume 08 Issue 03 

 

Soft Power Dynamics under Xi Jinping  

From the onset of Xi Jinping, China's soft power approach has changed fundamentally and 

reflects strategic emphasis on cultural diplomacy, economic influence, and a positive national 

image projection. The section that follows analyzes the dynamics of soft power in the context 

of Xi Jinping's foreign policy: mechanisms of enhancing China's global standing and influence 

and challenges in this endeavor. 

A. Understanding Soft Power in the Chinese Context  

Soft power means the capacity of one country to influence other countries through 

attraction and persuasion rather than coercion. Joseph Nye first called it and nurtured recently 

by Erbach in 2021. For China, the hard-earned soft power is not only an adjunct to its foreign 

policy but also plays a central role in changing the world order in its favor. Xi Jinping has 

portrayed a vision of China as a responsible global leader who narrates a story of peaceful 

development and mutual benefit. An idea that has been shaped is that of a "community with a 

shared future for mankind," which embodies cooperation, inclusion, and shared prosperity. 

Beyond hard power, there is also an emphasis on soft power and several initiatives 

highlighting efforts to enhance the cultural influence of China overseas. This strategy is 

mostly about the promotion of Chinese language and culture through Confucius Institutes, 

cultural exchange programs, and media outreach. By propagating the positive image of China 

and its culture, the government aims to erase the abovementioned negative images and gain 

goodwill among foreign audiences (Klimeš, 2018). However, such measures are often undone 

through China's domestic policies on human rights and political freedom that frustrate other 

nations' ability to appreciate or embrace the efforts of China. 

B. The Belt and Road Initiative as a Soft Power Tool  

One of the most emblematic manifestations of China's soft power strategy in the Xi Jinping 

era is the Belt and Road Initiative, initiated in 2013. The BRI is a concept that aims at 

constructing infrastructure and economic cooperation between Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

While being an economic project above all, it also represents one of the tools for projecting 

Chinese soft power around the world (Klimeš & Marinelli, 2018). The BRI has been sold as 

a win-win proposition based on development and prosperity. Through infrastructure 

investments and financial support, China establishes a network of interdependence that raises 

its influence and general positive opinion of its role in world affairs (Xiao, 2024). It has also 

been criticized for establishing debt dependency among partner countries and because it is 

secretive in its implementation. This kind of criticism may counter the soft power goals of the 

program because it may, in reality, appear to be neocolonialism rather than a partnership 

(Creemers, 2020). Fig 3 illustrates the areas where BRI projects the soft power. 
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Fig 3: China Soft power and the Belt and Road Initiative. Source: (Islam, 2023) 

C. Cultural Diplomacy and the Promotion of Chinese Values  

Cultural diplomacy has turned out to be at the very heart of Xi Jinping's soft power 

strategy. The Chinese government invested in various forms of cultural, language, and values 

promotion abroad, partly because experience showed that cultural engagement does facilitate 

mutual understanding and goodwill. For instance, the Confucius Institutes run across the entire 

world-instruction in Chinese language and culture are well-known examples of efforts to boost 

the cultural footprint of China. For example, the Xi administration emphasized cultural 

confidence: encouraging people to take pride in what they have, identify with and value their 

own rich heritage. Emphasis on cultural identity is against a Western narrative, and it is a way 

of changing the China image to become more positive about an emerging world power 

(Brown, 2018). However, China's authoritarian governance and human rights record still put 

a challenge to the effectiveness of its cultural diplomacy, with barriers to cultural engagement 

and acceptance, as Khan asserts (2024). Fig. 4 portrays a data set analyzed from the year 2010-

2022, that showcases that the Chinese soft power as seen rising vis-à-vis the cultural events 

and Confucius institutes. This has been only more successful and possible under the prominent 

vision and actions of the XI’s administration who as previously mentioned consider soft power 

as prominent tool of influencing the global environment.  
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Fig 4: Authors self-representation of the Growth in Chinese cultural initiatives by using R. 

The red line represents the number of the cultural events hosted by China, meanwhile the blue 

line shows the expansion of the Confucius institutes. sources: (Fan, 2024; Wang, 2014a; 

Wang, 2014b; Liu, 2019). 

D. The Role of Media and Information in Soft Power  

Media has a critical role in opinion-forming about China and soft power efforts. During 

the leadership of Xi Jinping, the Chinese administration aimed to become more influential in 

the international level by investing in state-owned media, including CGTN (China Global 

Television Network) and Xinhua News Agency. These media intend to offer an alternative 

reporting narrative different from Western media reporting and to pursue China's vision on 

international issues (Bērziņa-Čerenkova, 2020). Despite this, the pressure of censorship and 

propaganda usually becomes detrimental to this media strategy's success. Most international 

audiences are critical of Chinese state media, believing that it is aimed at promoting the 

government's message instead of merely reporting what has happened. This perception may 

hinder China's soft power initiatives because credibility remains an integral aspect of 

communication and influence (Xu & Yu, 2022). Added into this complexity is "wolf warrior 

diplomacy," (Iqbal, 2024) which includes the aggressive and confrontational rhetoric of 

Chinese diplomats, using various countries as a battleground to win over hearts and minds in 

an effort to push back at the "wolf warriors" (Poh & Li, 2017). 

E. Challenges to China's Soft Power Strategy  

Several challenges persist even in the mega plans of Xi Jinping's soft power policy. More 

specifically, several discrepancies are seen between China's soft power intentions and its 

domestic policies. These include China's internal authoritarian practices of suppressing 

freedom of speech as well as human rights abuses perpetrated by the government that keeps a 

credibility gap which goes against foreign effort to promulgate a great image abroad (Loh, 
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2018). As audiences abroad increasingly come to realize such contradictions, they will be less 

likely to succumb to the initiatives in soft power that China is calling for. Aggressive foreign 

policy, especially over territories and in the face of international criticism, also complicates 

China's ability to attract potential partners and make soft power less appealing. China's image 

as an emerging hegemon to advance values and interests can upset the balance among various 

countries, particularly nations with historical grievances and geopolitical tensions (Brazys & 

Dukalskis, 2020). The delicate balance would be critical for a mix of assertiveness and 

diplomacy in shaping an amiable external environment. 

Military Diplomacy and Regional Security Implications  

Xi Jinping leadership transformed Chinese military diplomacy into a concept which 

underlined integration into other objectives within foreign policy. On the Central Military 

Commission's front, these efforts have been designed to increase China's international 

presence and influence using the People’s Liberation Army (PLA). The PLA role in military 

diplomacy cuts across several levels, which include hosting high-level international military 

dialogues as well as encouraging increased participation in international defense forums, such 

as Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Brazil, Russia, India, China and 

South Africa (BRICS) (Saunders, 2023). China's military diplomacy under Xi has defined the 

increasing number of joint exercises, naval port calls, and senior-level military interactions - 

in tune with a strategic focus on building China's influence in international relations. Thus, 

the pivot involves an order to focus on tasks not against war, and this would further relate to 

how the military must protect the nation's sovereignty and development concerns as part of 

grand Chinese strategy. China has also tried to expand its reach through initiatives, such as 

the Belt and Road Initiative and international cooperation institutions and organizations, like 

the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the BRICS New Development Bank, to the point 

where it becomes the axis of global governance (Kuhn, 2022). 

More fundamentally, building a "world-class" military is the central premise of China's 

military diplomacy. This would imply the enhancement of the PLA to be an equal force to the 

best militaries in the world, based on the development of advanced operational theories, 

personnel training, and technological improvement (Fravel, 2020). These are complemented 

by the defense-related dialogues and contacts China has been attending, which under Xi have 

become much more frequent and strategically important (Nouwens, 2021). The development 

of China's military activities, especially in the South China Sea and strategic areas, exhibits a 

trend of assertive foreign policy in pursuit of its national interests while engaging in co-

cooperation at the international level (Garamone, 2022). This dual approach tries to reconcile 

the local ambitions with a responsible great power role by building relations that serve both 

the security and economic interests. These changes only illustrate how difficult it is for China's 

military diplomacy to combine projecting power with diplomatic engagement as it reshapes 

its international influence and image. Fig 5. Showcases that PLA has its own version of the 

equipment donations in the shape of new defense diplomacy tools. 
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Fig 5. Countries with using China’s Military equipment and donations. Source: 

https://merics.org/en/tracker/plas-mask-diplomacy 

 Comparative Analysis of Xi Jinping's Foreign Policy with Previous Leaders  

Xi Jinping's foreign policy stands out as a sharp contrast to that of Jiang Zemin and 

Hu Jintao, who laid out China's "peaceful rise" based on high-growth economics and 

integration with the rest of the world but without changing the status quo of international 

relations. Here, Xi reiterates the practice of China's foreign policy by putting forward more 

assertive ideology and strategic expansionism, as expressed in the "Chinese Dream" and in 

the BRI. This change aims to regain China's position as a world power and reshape the 

international order to align with Chinese values and interests (Broz et al., 2020). From Hu's 

low-profile economic diplomacy, which put more emphasis on the integration of the global 

economy and stability, under Xi, China evolved into bold expansive foreign policy. The whole 

process is presented by the BRI, whose flagship ideas of infrastructure and connectivity 

projects are bringing China's influence across Asia, Europe, and Africa. This project not only 

aims for economic involvement but also acts as a tool and strategic alliance in soft power to 

counter-strategy Western hegemony (Boyarkina et al., 2021). Xi's strategy on military 

modernization and muscle flexing, particularly on territorial disputes such as the South China 

Sea, is different from the approach adopted by Hu, who primarily focused on defensive 

capabilities and economic priorities. Xi's administration has not hesitated to use military 

power to press its territorial claims, which happens in the context of the broader strategy of 

https://merics.org/en/tracker/plas-mask-diplomacy
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enhancing Chinese regional influence and protecting its interests against perceived threats 

(Gravelle et al., 2017). 

Diplomatically, Xi has changed from the cautious engagement of his predecessors to 

an assertive and often unilateral approach. While still a participant in multilateral forums like 

the United Nations and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Xi has also taken the initiative 

in helping to establish alternative institutions, such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank (AIIB), with intent on building forums responsive to the needs of China, thereby 

challenging the West-centric global governance model. This strategic realignment is coupled 

with the rhetoric of "win-win" cooperation, which, appealing though it sounds, more often 

than not hides the power play at work as China uses its economic clout to bargain for political 

influence and reestablish international norms (Boyarkina et al., 2021; Ramadhani, 2019). On 

top of this, Xi has concentrated power in his hands by creating a centralized authority within 

China. Unlike Hu, the consensus-driven approach balanced different party perspectives, Xi's 

style underlines ideological conformity and loyalty in a way that has reduced the breadth of 

input into foreign policy decisions and tends to increase the risk of rigid or miscalculated 

policies. Centralization also establishes a tight connection of foreign policy to domestic 

politics such that foreign policy achievements are framed as essential to national pride and the 

legitimacy of the Communist Party. This has made the story of the "Chinese Dream" and the 

rejuvenation of the nation play a significant role in maintaining stability at home, as well as 

strengthening the power of the party (Sposito, 2023). 

Xi Jinping's term thus represents a critical juncture of China's foreign policy, marked 

by ideological assertiveness, strategic expansion, and a new vision of global governance. 

These developments reflect Xi's broader ambitions for transforming China as a leader in the 

international system; one that can indeed exercise influence over the international relations in 

keeping with its rejuvenated national identity and global ambitions. 

Conclusion 

This study comprehensively analyses Xi Jinping's idiosyncratic approach to China's 

global foreign policy and compares his leading influence on contemporary China's 

international relations with that of his predecessors, Hu Jintao and Jiang Zemin. This has been 

achieved by a comprehensive review that illuminates the implications and complexities of Xi's 

foreign policy via centralized decision-making, soft power dynamics, military diplomacy, and 

comparative analysis of leadership styles. In essence, significant findings from this study 

indicate a marked departure from the pragmatic and cautious approaches that characterized 

the previous administrations under Xi Jinping. While Jiang and Hu were primarily focused on 

economic development and stability, Xi's strategy has been more assertive and intellectually 

driven, emphasizing national rejuvenation and the return of China to its role as a historical 

global power. It can be coined by critical concepts in the "Chinese Dream," "New Type of 

Great Power Relations," and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which all embody the wish 

of Xi to remold the order of the international system according to Chinese values and interests. 

Centralized decision-making is another hallmark of Xi's foreign policy- the changes it brings, 

thus producing a more integrated and assertive foreign policy. The China’s National Security 

Commission (CNSC) as an institution has allowed for even closer co-coordination among 

various state actors in helping Xi achieve his vision. However, this level of centralization 

brings out more awareness of the possibility of rigidity and less diversification in policy 
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formulation, which may lead to miscalculations in an increasingly complex world context. 

The study further elaborates on soft power dynamics under Xi Jinping, revealing the dualistic 

nature of China's engagement with the world. Propelled by initiatives like BRI and cultural 

diplomacy, China urges positive involvement through this international image-building; 

however, a strategic suite of domestic policies and even the perception of China's assertiveness 

mitigate and threaten these approaches. Such a strategy undermines the soft power of China 

since its authoritarian governance and questionable human rights record create scepticism in 

foreign public opinion. Military diplomacy has become an essential tenet in Xi's policy toward 

the country's external affairs, particularly in the context of regional security dynamics. This 

assertive military posturing by China, especially in the South China Sea, indicates using 

military power to protect national interests and strategic territorial claims. This has many 

implications for regional security, mainly because it has contributed to a security dilemma in 

that nations around China have reacted by increasing their military capabilities and reaching 

for closer relations with the United States. The nature of his transformational leadership is 

vividly portrayed in the comparative analysis of Xi's foreign policy vis-à-vis his predecessors. 

Jiang and Hu emphasized stability and economic integration over the same thing - the principle 

that China has been increasingly assertive, especially after the 2008 great depression. Such a 

shift may take the above forms: military diplomacy, the pursuit of alternative multilateral 

frameworks, and the consideration for legitimacy at the national level within foreign policy 

choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



289 
Decoding Xi Jinping's Idiosyncratic Foreign Policy 

Journal of Peace, Development and Communication 

Volume 08 Issue 03 

 

References 

Communist China’s foreign policy towards south Asian region during the cold war and post-

cold war era. Annals of Human and Social Sciences, (2022).  3(III). 

https://doi.org/10.35484/ahss.2022(3-iii)15 

Akdağ, Z. (2024). China’s assertive foreign policy and global visions under xi Jinping. 

Akademik İncelemeler Dergisi, 19(1), 204-221. 

https://doi.org/10.17550/akademikincelemeler.1423366 

Bērziņa-Čerenkova, U. A. (2020). Meaning behind the 2018 PRC constitution amendments – 

application of political discourse analysis to the “new era” narratives of xi jinping. 

SOCRATES. Rīgas Stradiņa Universitātes Juridiskās Fakultātes Elektroniskais 

Juridisko Zinātnisko Rakstu Žurnāls / SOCRATES. Rīg, 3(18), 155-166. 

https://doi.org/10.25143/socr.18.2020.3.155-166 

Boyarkina, A. V., Pecheritsa, V., Vasileva, T. A., & Nechay, E. (2021). Xi Jinping’s new 

diplomacy with chinese characteristics. Laplage Em Revista, 7(Extra-E), 82-90. 

https://doi.org/10.24115/s2446-622020217extra-e1164p.82-90 

Brazys, S. and Dukalskis, A. (2020). China’s message machine. Journal of Democracy, 31(4), 

59-73. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2020.0055 

Brown, K. (2018). The anti-corruption struggle in xi Jinping’s China: an alternative political 

narrative. Asian Affairs, 49(1), 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1080/03068374.2018.1416008 

Broz, J. L., Zhang, Z., & Gaoyang, W. (2020). Explaining foreign support for China’s global 

economic leadership. International Organization, 74(3), 417-452. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818320000120 

Cabestan, J. (2020). China’s foreign and security policy institutions and decision-making 

under xi jinping. The British Journal of Politics and International Relations, 23(2), 

319-336. https://doi.org/10.1177/1369148120974881 

Creemers, R. (2020). China's conception of cyber sovereignty: rhetoric and realization. SSRN 

Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3532421 

Cristol, J. (2011). International Relations Theory. Oxford University Press. 

CFR Editors. (2017, October 16). Excerpt: The Third Revolution. Council on Foreign 

Relations. https://www.cfr.org/excerpt-third-revolution 

Doeser, F. (2013). Leader-driven foreign-policy change: Denmark and the Persian gulf war. 

International Political Science Review, 34(5), 582-597. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512112473027 

Dubakeme, E. C. and Folarin, S. (2023). Make it or break it with international diplomacy: an 

analysis of india and nigeria’s foreign policy pursuits. Open Journal of Political 

Science, 13(01), 46-66. https://doi.org/10.4236/ojps.2023.131004 

Erbach, M. (2021). Managing the economic sustainability of the belt and road initiative by 

applying pragmatic identity matching prim. Journal of Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship, 10(1). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13731-021-00158-4 

Fan, Shuhua. (2024). Confucius Institutes in the Xi Jinping Era: From Peak to Decline in the 

United States in China Under Xi Jinping: A New Assessment (Xiaobing Li and Qiang 

Fang, eds.). Leiden University Press. 

Fravel, M. Taylor. (2020). China’s “World-Class Military” Ambitions: Origins and 

Implications, The Washington Quarterly, 43:1, 85-99 

https://doi.org/10.35484/ahss.2022(3-iii)15
https://doi.org/10.17550/akademikincelemeler.1423366
https://doi.org/10.25143/socr.18.2020.3.155-166
https://doi.org/10.24115/s2446-622020217extra-e1164p.82-90
https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2020.0055
https://doi.org/10.1080/03068374.2018.1416008
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818320000120
https://doi.org/10.1177/1369148120974881
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3532421
https://www.cfr.org/excerpt-third-revolution
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192512112473027
https://doi.org/10.4236/ojps.2023.131004
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13731-021-00158-4


290 
Decoding Xi Jinping's Idiosyncratic Foreign Policy 

Journal of Peace, Development and Communication 

Volume 08 Issue 03 

 

Garamone, Jim. (2022). China Military Power Report Examines Changes in Beijing's Strategy. 

U.S Department of Defense. https://www.defense.gov/News/News-

Stories/Article/Article/3230682/china-military-power-report-examines-changes-in-

beijings-strategy/ 

Gravelle, T. B., Reifler, J., & Scotto, T. J. (2017). The structure of foreign policy attitudes in 

transatlantic perspective: comparing the United States, United Kingdom, France and 

Germany. European Journal of Political Research, 56(4), 757-776. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6765.12197 

Hawkins, D. S., Sari, N., Chaerunnisa, I., & Kuraini, F. (2022). A critical analysis of China’s 

role in global energy governance as a strategy for energy security and seeking 

hegemony. Indonesian Journal of Energy, 5(2). https://doi.org/10.33116/ije.v5i2.138 

Islam, M.N. (2023). China’s Soft Power Strategy. In: Power of Bonding and Non-Western Soft 

Power Strategy in Iran. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-

19867-0_3 

Iqbal, Qaiser. (2024). Understanding China’s Engagements in South Asia: Is It Assertive Wolf 

Warrior, A Cooperative Traditional or A Crucible of Conglomerate? Journal of Asian 

Development Studies. 13, 3. 106-119.  https://doi.org/10.62345/jads.2024.13.3.10 

Jakobson, L. and Manuel, R. (2016). How are foreign policy decisions made in China? Asia 

&Amp; The Pacific Policy Studies, 3(1), 101-110. https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.121 

Kastner, S. L. and Saunders, P. C. (2011). Is China a status quo or revisionist state? leadership 

travel as an empirical indicator of foreign policy priorities1. International Studies 

Quarterly, 56(1), 163-177. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2478.2011.00697.x 

Kejin, Zhao. (2015). China’s National Security Commission. Carnegie China. 

https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2015/07/chinas-national-security-

commission?lang=en 

Khan, A., Congmei, S., & Ali, F. (2024). Assessing xi Jinping’s vision of modernization and 

its implications for global trade dynamics: a case study of the belt and road initiative. 

Pakistan Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 12(1). 

https://doi.org/10.52131/pjhss.2024.v12i1.1962 

Klimeš, O. (2018). China’s cultural soft power: the central concept in the early xi Jinping era 

(2012–2017). Auc Philologica, 2017(4), 127-150. 

https://doi.org/10.14712/24646830.2017.45 

Klimeš, O. and Marinelli, M. (2018). Introduction: ideology, propaganda, and political 

discourse in the xi Jinping era. Journal of Chinese Political Science, 23(3), 313-322. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-018-9566-3 

Krylova, Y. (2019). Bureaucratic Politics. In: Farazmand, A. (eds) Global Encyclopedia of 

Public Administration, Public Policy, and Governance. Springer, Cham. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-31816-5_681-1 

Kobierecka, A. (2022). Post-covid China: ‘vaccine diplomacy’ and the new developments of 

Chinese foreign policy. Place Branding and Public Diplomacy, 19(3), 280-293. 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-022-00266-2 

Kuhn, R. L. (2022, October 14). Xi Jinping thought on diplomacy. CGTN. 

https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-10-14/Xi-Jinping-Thought-on-Diplomacy-

1e7EscyOsmI/index.html 

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3230682/china-military-power-report-examines-changes-in-beijings-strategy/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3230682/china-military-power-report-examines-changes-in-beijings-strategy/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3230682/china-military-power-report-examines-changes-in-beijings-strategy/
https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6765.12197
https://doi.org/10.33116/ije.v5i2.138
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-19867-0_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-19867-0_3
https://doi.org/10.62345/jads.2024.13.3.10
https://doi.org/10.1002/app5.121
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2478.2011.00697.x
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2015/07/chinas-national-security-commission?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2015/07/chinas-national-security-commission?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.52131/pjhss.2024.v12i1.1962
https://doi.org/10.14712/24646830.2017.45
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11366-018-9566-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-31816-5_681-
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-022-00266-2
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-10-14/Xi-Jinping-Thought-on-Diplomacy-1e7EscyOsmI/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-10-14/Xi-Jinping-Thought-on-Diplomacy-1e7EscyOsmI/index.html


291 
Decoding Xi Jinping's Idiosyncratic Foreign Policy 

Journal of Peace, Development and Communication 

Volume 08 Issue 03 

 

Lai, H. and Kang, S. (2013). Domestic bureaucratic politics and Chinese foreign policy. 

Journal of Contemporary China, 23(86), 294-313. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2013.832531 

Lee, P. S. (2016). The rise of China and its contest for discursive power. Global Media and 

China, 1(1-2), 102-120. https://doi.org/10.1177/2059436416650549 

Lee, S. T. (2021). Vaccine diplomacy: nation branding and China’s covid-19 soft power play. 

Place Branding and Public Diplomacy, 19(1), 64-78. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-

021-00224-4 

Liao, N. C. (2016). The sources of China’s assertiveness: the system, domestic politics or 

leadership preferences? International Affairs, 92(4), 817-833. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2346.12655 

Liu, Xin. (2019). China’s cultural diplomacy: A great leap outward with Chinese 

characteristics? Multiple comparative case studies of the Confucius institutes. Journal 

of contemporary China. 28(118). Pp. 648-661. Available at 

https://clok.uclan.ac.uk/23938/ 

Loh, D. M. H. (2018). Diplomatic control, foreign policy, and change under Xi Jinping: a 

field-theoretic account. Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, 47(3), 111-145. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/186810261804700305 

Mankikar Kalpit. (2024). The Global Security Initiative: China buttresses its defense 

diplomacy. Observer Research Foundation. https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-

global-security-initiative-china-buttresses-its-defence-diplomacy 

Mazuelos, J. A. C. (2022). The Chinese dream of national rejuvenation and foreign policy 

under xi Jinping. Agenda Internacional, 29(40), 31-55. 

https://doi.org/10.18800/agenda.202201.002 

Noshir S. Contractor. et.al. (2012). The topology of collective leadership.  The Leadership 

Quarterly. 23. 994-1011. https://atlas.northwestern.edu/papers/topology.pdf 

Nouwens, Meia. (2021). The evolving nature of China’s military diplomacy: from visits to 

vaccines. International Institute for strategic Studies. https://www.iiss.org/research-

paper/2021/05/china-military-diplomacy 

Nye, J. Soft power: the origins and political progress of a concept. Palgrave Commun 3, 17008 

(2017). https://doi.org/10.1057/palcomms.2017.8 

Poh, A. and Li, M. (2017). A China in transition: the rhetoric and substance of Chinese foreign 

policy under xi Jinping. Asian Security, 13(2), 84-97. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14799855.2017.1286163 

Ramadhani, E. (2019). Is assertiveness paying the bill? China’s domestic audience costs in 

the south China sea disputes. Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs, 6(1), 

30-54. https://doi.org/10.1177/2347797018823342 

Raman, G. V. and Mukherjee, B. (2021). Is covid-era assertiveness in Chinese foreign policy 

novel?. China Report, 57(4), 417-432. https://doi.org/10.1177/00094455211047068 

Saunders, Phillip C. (2023). China’s Military Diplomacy: Trends and Implications. Testimony 

before the U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission Hearing on 

“China’s Military Diplomacy and Overseas Security Activities”. 

https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/Phillip_Saunders_Testimony.pdf 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2013.832531
https://doi.org/10.1177/2059436416650549
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-021-00224-4
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41254-021-00224-4
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2346.12655
https://clok.uclan.ac.uk/23938/
https://doi.org/10.1177/186810261804700305
https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-global-security-initiative-china-buttresses-its-defence-diplomacy
https://www.orfonline.org/research/the-global-security-initiative-china-buttresses-its-defence-diplomacy
https://doi.org/10.18800/agenda.202201.002
https://www.iiss.org/research-paper/2021/05/china-military-diplomacy
https://www.iiss.org/research-paper/2021/05/china-military-diplomacy
https://doi.org/10.1057/palcomms.2017.8
https://doi.org/10.1080/14799855.2017.1286163
https://doi.org/10.1177/2347797018823342
https://doi.org/10.1177/00094455211047068
https://www.uscc.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/Phillip_Saunders_Testimony.pdf


292 
Decoding Xi Jinping's Idiosyncratic Foreign Policy 

Journal of Peace, Development and Communication 

Volume 08 Issue 03 

 

Sinaga, L. C. (2021). Xi Jinping, “China dream”, and Chinese military diplomacy to ASEAN. 

JAS (Journal of ASEAN Studies), 8(2), 173-190. 

https://doi.org/10.21512/jas.v8i2.6483 

Sørensen, C. T. N. (2021). The roots of China’s assertiveness in east Asia. The Copenhagen 

Journal of Asian Studies, 39(2), 10-32. https://doi.org/10.22439/cjas.v39i2.6364 

Sposito, I. B. (2023). The effects of presidential breakdowns on foreign policy in Latin 

America. Latin American Policy, 14(4), 510-533. https://doi.org/10.1111/lamp.12315 

Usman, S. M. (2023). The impact of the belt and road initiative on China’s economy. ASR: 

Chiang Mai University Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, 10(2). 

https://doi.org/10.12982/cmujasr.2023.014 

Vuong, N. H. and Anh, P. L. (2023). China’s geoeconomic strategy for southeast Asia under 

the leadership of xi Jinping. Asian Research Journal of Arts &Amp; Social Sciences, 

21(2), 42-47. https://doi.org/10.9734/arjass/2023/v21i2465 

Wang, Jay. (2014a). Reshaping Cultural Diplomacy in a New Era: Confucius Institutes & 

China’s Soft-Power Strategy. USC Center on Public Diplomacy. 

https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/research_project/reshaping-cultural-diplomacy-new-

era-confucius-institutes-china%E2%80%99s-soft-power 

Wang, Jian. (2014b). Chinese Cultural Diplomacy: Confucius Institutes. USC Center on 

Public Diplomacy. https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/blog/chinese-cultural-diplomacy-

confucius-institutes 

Wuthnow, J. (2017). China's new “black box”: problems and prospects for the central national 

security commission. The China Quarterly, 232, 886-903. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/s0305741017001308 

Xiao, S. (2024). Navigating contradictions in Chinese diplomacy: the dual narratives of 

peaceful rise and class struggle in soft power discourse. Lecture Notes in Education 

Psychology and Public Media, 40(1), 38-45. https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-

7048/40/20240694 

Xu, J. and Yu, H. (2022). Regulating and governing China’s internet and digital media in the 

xi Jinping era. Media International Australia, 185(1), 3-8. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1329878x221116402 

Ying, A. (2016). The impact of cross-cultural communication on foreign managers’ leadership 

style in China-based international organization. Open Journal of Social Sciences, 

04(09), 99-118. https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2016.49010 

Zhao, S. (2020). China’s foreign policy making process. China and the World, 85-C5. N70. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190062316.003.0005 

Zhu, F. and Lü, P. (2015). Be strong and be good? continuity and change in China’s 

international strategy under xi Jinping. China Quarterly of International Strategic 

Studies, 01(01), 19-34. https://doi.org/10.1142/s2377740015500025 

 

https://doi.org/10.21512/jas.v8i2.6483
https://doi.org/10.22439/cjas.v39i2.6364
https://doi.org/10.1111/lamp.12315
https://doi.org/10.12982/cmujasr.2023.014
https://doi.org/10.9734/arjass/2023/v21i2465
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/research_project/reshaping-cultural-diplomacy-new-era-confucius-institutes-china%E2%80%99s-soft-power
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/research_project/reshaping-cultural-diplomacy-new-era-confucius-institutes-china%E2%80%99s-soft-power
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/blog/chinese-cultural-diplomacy-confucius-institutes
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/blog/chinese-cultural-diplomacy-confucius-institutes
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0305741017001308
https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7048/40/20240694
https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7048/40/20240694
https://doi.org/10.1177/1329878x221116402
https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2016.49010
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190062316.003.0005
https://doi.org/10.1142/s2377740015500025

